
COUNCIL – 22nd MAY, 2019

OAK ROAD CAR PARK

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to provide the Council with the information to enable it to consider 
adopting Maintenance Responsibility for the foot route between Beaulieu Road and Oak Road car 
park.  The foot route is owned by New Forest District Council and is currently impeded by 
vegetation that is growing on the small area of NFDC land and in the garden of the adjacent 
householder.

2.0   LOCATION PLAN

3.0.  THE DIFFICULTIES

The shrubbery has reached an age and height that it has fallen towards the foot route.  
Cutting back has resulted in a loss of boundary hedging and further cutting back will result in 



further significant loss of security to the resident.  The foot route is now very difficult to 
navigate and is dark due to the overhanging greenery.

4.0.      PROPOSAL
The District Council is proposing to remove all of the shrubbery, trees of little value and 
fence on the District Council land and place a 6 foot high close boarded fence on the 
boundary.  This requires considerable work force and equipment.  The Parish Clerk and 
Maintenance Team Supervisor have liaised with the resident who agrees to this work taking 
place and who has requested the 6 foot close boarded fence be placed.  Although this is a 
barrier to observation of the long foot route the opposite side is open wire mesh fence that 
allows observation.  

The fence line will be offset from the footroute by approximately three feet and the land will 
be seeded to grass.  There will be increased levels of lighting afforded by this approach.

The £10,700 cost of this fence will be covered by the District Council.

5.0 FUTURE MAINTENANCE
The District Council has asked the Parish Council to take responsibility for:
5.1 Regular litter picking and inspections of the foot route;
5.2 Maintenance of the grassed area;
5.3 Removal/overpainting of any graffiti;
5.4 Repair of any damaged sections of fence;
5.5 Liaison with the resident before and during the works.

The District Council will retain responsibility for the streetlights positioned along the foot 
route.

6.0 OWNERSHIP OF LAND AND FENCE
The land and fence will remain in the ownership of the District Council.  Any future 
replacement of the fence at end of life will not be the responsibility of the Parish Council.

7.0 RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS
The Maintenance Team are keen to take on the maintenance of this foot route.  They 
currently undertake maintenance responsibilities for Oak Road car park and this will require 
little additional resource to litter pick, inspect and strim as required.  There will be 
additional resources required for any required maintenance and repair of the fence

7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that the members consider the requests of New Forest District Council 
(see 5.1 - 5.5) and indicate which responsibilities they agree to adopt.  It is also 
recommended that the Council thank the District Council for their assistance in this ongoing 
issue.



For further information contact : 
Stephanie Bennett,  Clerk to the Council, stephanie.bennett@hytheanddibden.gov.uk, 
023801 841 411

mailto:stephanie.bennett@hytheanddibden.gov.uk

